
Women and the Kemper – Fall 2021
Women and the Kemper promotes and supports the mission of the
Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum and its cultural and educational
usefulness to the University and community, and encourages women’s
participation in all aspects of the art world.

Welcome to our Fall 2021 Women and the
Kemper eNewsletter. Once again, our theme is
"Making lemonade from lemons!" We continue to
do so with our many projects, programs, and the
recent reopening of the Mildred Lane Kemper Art
Museum. WAK understands the importance of
moving forward and the healing power of the
arts. Life can only be as good as one makes it. I
recently came upon this beautiful quote by an
unknown author: "Art is standing with one hand
extended into the universe and one hand
extended into the world, and letting ourselves be
a conduit for passing energy."

What a perfect quote for Women and the
Kemper, a diverse group with a common interest
—a passion for the arts. Our mission embraces
education, connection, and action. We educate
the community and ourselves through the many
programs and tours offered by Washington
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University faculty and students. We actively
support talented, up-and-coming
student artists through scholarships, internships,
and programs. We connect with one another
through our common interests and the Kemper
Art Museum. WAK women are engaging and
engaged. 

We are so proud of our Kemper Art Museum,
which reopened in June after being closed to the
public since March 2020. The Museum houses
world-class art exhibited in a newly expanded,
magnificent building on Washington University's
campus. It offers more than 60 educational
programs free to the public. There are special
tours led by student educators and study
sessions offered by faculty artists and scholars. 

I would be honored to share a glass of lemonade
with you. Please join me as a WAK supporter,
and be "an extended hand into the world."

Sheri Sherman
Vice President, Women and the Kemper

Bridget Melloy       
Mary Moog 
Kelly Peck    
Odester Saunders 
Ulrike Schlafly       
Pat Smith Thurman 
Alice Wolfe       
Elizabeth Wolfson   

Honorary Lifetime
Members
Susan Colangelo
Anabeth Weil

Women and the Kemper Supports...
Women and the Kemper memberships support Museum initiatives that
directly benefit students and bring Museum programming to a wide
public audience. Thank you for your contributions to these endeavors!

For years Women and the Kemper
members have been some of the
Museum’s biggest enthusiasts. The
passion and excitement that Women
and the Kemper members exude
continues to help drive the Museum’s
mission forward, even as we grow
and pivot along with our changing
times. Over the past few years, WAK
has strengthened its commitment to
ensuring that the Museum has the
support it needs to reach its goals.
This support comes from fundraising,
volunteer hours, and the enthusiasm
that WAK members provide.

Here is just a snapshot of the ways in which Women and the Kemper supports
the Museum:

Providing funds to help support the paid student educator program
Volunteering at memorable events such as the MFA Open Studios and



Museum exhibition openings
Financially supporting the Museum Education Internship, which provides
opportunities to increase diversity in the museum field
Inviting friends, family, and colleagues to attend Museum events and
exhibitions, increasing the Museum’s reach
Sponsoring the Women and the Kemper Annual Lecture, an event that is
open to the public and helps to expand the Museum’s audience
Serving as knowledgeable ambassadors and advocates for the Museum
to our broader communities

The Museum is extremely grateful for the involvement of WAK. You are an
important part of our journey, and we thank you very much for every effort to
help us grow, improve, and expand.

Lauren Diamond
Visitor Services and Membership Coordinator
Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum

Public Tours led by WAK-
funded Student Educators
Each week student educators lead
interactive tours on Zoom. These
hour-long programs provide a
thematic view into the Museum’s
permanent collection and exhibitions
and are designed to encourage lively
discussion with the audience. This
fall's tours focus on new acquisitions
and artworks newly installed in the
permanent collection and on The
Outwin: American Portraiture Today.

Tours are free, but registration is required.

View the public tours schedule and register >>

Women and the Kemper is proud to support student educator–led public tours.

On View Now

The Outwin: American Portraiture Today
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The Outwin: American Portraiture Today, a major exhibition organized by the
Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery, features the finalists of the Portrait
Gallery’s fifth triennial Outwin Boochever Portrait Competition.

Every three years, artists living and working in the United States are invited to
submit a recent portrait to a panel of experts chosen by the Portrait Gallery. In
2019, forty-six works were selected from over 2,600 entries in a variety of
media, including painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, time-based media,
and performance art. Artists were asked explicitly to submit works that respond
to the current political and social context; the resulting presentation offers
perspectives on a range of themes of sociopolitical relevance, including
immigration, the status of American workers, mass incarceration, gun violence,
and LGBTQ+ rights. 

All of the final selections in The Outwin: American Portraiture Today reflect a
keen awareness of portraiture’s potential to insist on the presence, and
importance, of every human being, evoking a strong sense of activism rooted
in empathy. Click here for more information.

To accompany The Outwin, the Museum reached out to individuals within the
St. Louis community to reflect on artworks in the exhibition to create an audio
guide. Faculty, staff, and students at Washington University as well as a range
of community members in St. Louis bring their unique perspectives and
expertise in the selection of artworks and generation of content. WAK
Membership Chair Yvonne Osei contributed her reflections on Trailblazer (A
Dream Deferred) by Genevieve Gaignard (artwork pictured above). The audio
guide will be accessible via cell phone and QR code in the galleries, as well as
on the Museum's website and here.

Upcoming Member Programs

MEMBER PROGRAM
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September 22, 2021
5 pm, online
Portraiture in Isolation: Seeing Ourselves through Digital Screens
Explore digital portraiture with photographer Tiffany Joy Sutton.
 
WOMEN AND THE KEMPER PROGRAM
September 23, 2021
12 pm, online
Women and the Kemper Exhibition Tour: The Outwin
Discover The Outwin with Tola Porter, art history PhD candidate.
 
KEMPER CIRCLE PROGRAM
September 23, 2021
5:30 pm, on-site
Kemper Circle Exhibition Tour: The Outwin
Join Curator Meredith Malone for a small group tour of The Outwin.
 
WOMEN AND THE KEMPER PROGRAM
October 21, 2021
3 pm, online
Women and the Kemper Collection Tour: New on View
Learn more about new artworks on view with student educator Nina Huang.
 
KEMPER CIRCLE PROGRAM
October 21, 2021
5:30 pm, on-site
Kemper Circle Exhibition Tour: The Outwin
Join Curator Meredith Malone for a small group tour of The Outwin.
 
MEMBER PROGRAM
November 3, 2021
6 pm, online
The bird will be played by the flute. (Like this.)
Investigate ways of representing and experiencing sound with artist Savannah
Bustillo (BFA ’18).

Portraiture in Isolation, September 22 Women and the Kemper Tour, October 21

Find out more and register for member programs >>
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View the full fall calendar online >>

WAK Member Highlights
In every newsletter, the WAK Board highlights a community member who is
active in the local arts scene and whose work encourages women’s
participation in the arts.

Mary Ruppert-Stroescu
What defines a fashion designer more than an
impressive background is their latest project.
And nothing is more fashion forward than the
interaction between creativity and technology
for 21st-century designs.

That’s what’s up with returning WAK member
Mary Ruppert-Stroescu, Sam Fox School
associate professor and area coordinator,
Fashion Design. Mary cultivates creativity
through a student-centered system that
supports different learning styles.

Her current research focuses on the exploration of sustainable fashion design
and production. This includes futuristic wearable electronic textile-based
sensing systems that address issues of health and well-being.

Mary holds intellectual property rights for four inventions. She has presented
her research and creative scholarship at national and international
conferences. Not surprisingly, her professional network includes successful
former students in fashion industry positions around the world.

Click here to see how seven senior class designers rocked virtual and Des Lee
Studio runways this past spring in the School’s 92nd Annual Fashion Design
Show.

Member Notes
Faith Berger and Sheri Sherman, both WAK members, are co-chairing the
“Camp Art Fills The Heart” event at Neiman Marcus to benefit the Midwest
Children’s Burn Camp. This is the 25th Anniversary of the burn survivors’
camp.
 
Sarah Hermes Griesbach has accepted a full-time museum education
position on Ellis Island, NY. She is “realigning my life to this new (dream!)
challenge…to do work I believe in outside of my beloved home city (St. Louis).”

Sandy Kaplan’s ceramic sculptures Lichtenstein’s Blonde Woman and
Lichtenstein’s OHHH…ALRIGHT… were part of the Chicago exhibition WET
PAINT.
 
Yvonne Osei, who currently lives between St. Louis and Chicago, is a
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multidisciplinary artist working at the intersection of art and fashion. Her
photograph Braided in Blue was included in a recent group exhibition at Bruno
David Gallery, Bilingual: Abstract & Figurative.
 
Odester Saunders has been engaged to produce a film. This involves
exploring the film industry, scouting out executive producers, working with an
entertainment lawyer, traveling frequently to Dallas and Atlanta, and attending
the 2021 Martha’s Vineyard International Film Festival.
 
Mary Walsh, a go-to favorite of arts and cultural institutions, joined the board
of directors at Craft Alliance this June. She is "very excited to join this dynamic
organization!"

Last but not least: New Website!
Be sure to visit the recently launched new Sam Fox School website,
developed in collaboration with the award-winning firm Linked by Air. Check it
out!

Faith Berger and Sheri
Sherman, Co-Chairs for "Camp
Art Fills the Heart"

Sarah Hermes Griesbach,
Museum Educator, Ellis Island,
NY

Sandy Kaplan’s ceramic
sculptures Lichtenstein’s Blonde
Woman and Lichtenstein’s
OHHH…ALRIGHT…

Yvonne Osei's Braided in Blue
at
Bruno David Gallery's Bilingual:
Abstract & Figurative

Odester Saunders—
WAK's very own movie producer

Mary Walsh joined the Board
of Directors at Craft Alliance

Interested in sharing a WAK community highlight or member note for future
newsletters? Please send submissions to Lauren Diamond, visitor services and
membership coordinator, Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum, at
ladiamond@wustl.edu.
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We invite you to renew your Women and the Kemper membership or Museum
membership now to help us share the Museum's collection and exhibitions
through exciting programs and scholarship.

Join or renew online >>

© 2021 Mildred Lane Kemper Art Museum | Sam Fox School of Design &
Visual Arts | Washington University in St. Louis | One Brookings Drive |
Campus Box 1214 | St. Louis, MO 63130 | kemperartmuseum.wustl.edu |
314.935.4523

Image credits:

Genevieve Gaignard (b. 1981), Trailblazer (A Dream Deferred), 2017. Inkjet print,
40 x 60". Collection of the artist, courtesy of Vielmetter Los Angeles. © Genevieve
Gaignard.

Tiffany J. Sutton, detail of Woman on Son's Bed, 2020.

Hannah Wilke (American, 1940–1993), still from Gestures, 1974. Black-and-white video with sound,
35:30 min. University purchase, Bixby Fund, 2016. © Marsie, Emanuelle, Damon, and Andrew Scharlatt,
Hannah Wilke Collection and Archive, Los Angeles. Image courtesy of Electronic Arts Intermix (EAI),
New York.
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